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SUBJECT: PUBLICATION OF BIRD'S HESS BOOK 

REF: (A) BERLIN 1814 (B) STATE 175812, 9/26/72 (C) STATE 
216772, 11/30/72 

l.DEPTOFF TELEPHONED EXECUTIVE EDITOR VIKING PRESS POLLACK 
OCTOBER 24 AND LEARNED VIKING PLANNING PUBLISH BIRD'S 
BOOK IN MAY OR JUNE 1974. BIRD LISTED AS SOLE AUTHOR. 

BOOK, WHICH RETAINS TITLE "THE LONELIEST MAN IN THE WORLD," 
APPROXIMATELY 280 PAGES. THIS APPARENTLY HALF THE SIZE 
OF MANUSCRIPT DESCRIBED IN REFTEL C. VIKING SAID BOOK 
MAKES EXTENSIVE USE OF HESS TAPES BUT DOES NOT DISCUSS 
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WHAT HAPPENS WITH HESS OR SPANDAU UPON HIS DEATH. 
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2. BIRD APPARENTLY TOLD VIKING THAT USG HAD NO OBJECTION 
TO PUBLICATION OF BOOK. AS RESULT OF DEPARTMENT INQUIRY, 
HOWEVER, VIKING ASKED IF BIRD HAD EVER SIGNED ANY DOCU- 
MENT OR IN ANY OTHER WAY AGREED NOT TO USE HIS POSITION 
AS US DIRECTOR AT SPANDAU FOR PERSONAL GAIN. DEPTOFF 
ADVISED POLLACK THAT BIRD HAD SIGNED DECLARATION AT 
OUTSET OF DUTIES IN 1964 STATING HE WOULD NOT SEEK GAIN 
ADVANTAGE IN ANY WAY FROM HIS OFFICIAL POSITION (REF B). 
POLLACK ASKED WHETHER DEPARTMENT WOULD PROVIDE VIKING 
WITH COPY OF THAT DECLARATION TO ASSIST IT IN DETERMINING 
WHETHER IT MIGHT IN ANY WAY AFFECT PUBLICATION OF 

BIRD BOOK. 

3. AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT 
WOULD BE MISTAKE TO ATTEMPT TO SUPPRESS BOOK SINCE IT 
UNLIKELY PUBLICATION COULD BE SUCCESSFULLY AND QUIETLY 
BLOCKED IN ALL THREE COUNTRIES MAKING EFFORT STOP 
PUBLICATION IN US POINTLESS. SIMILARLY, WHILE LEGAL 
ACTION AGAINST BIRD A POSSIBILITY, IT WOULD NOT STOP 
PUBLICATION AND COULD GIVE BIRD AND HIS BOOK UNDESIRABLE 
PUBLICITY. DEPARTMENT THEREFORE PRESENTLY INCLINED 
TAKE NO ACTION AGAINST BIRD OR PUBLICATION OTHER THAN 
PROVIDING VIKING WITH THE INFORMATION REQUESTED. HOWEVER, 
WE WISH TO RESERVE FINAL JUDGMENT UNTIL AFTER RECEIVING 
REPORTS ON ALLIED REACTIONS TO PUBLICATION PLANS. SHOULD 
ALLIES AGREE THAT PUBLICATION CANNOT BE STOPPED, DEPART 
MENT BELIEVES SOVIETS SHOULD BE INFORMED OF BIRD'S 
PUBLICATION PLANS DRAWING ON INFORMATION CONTAINED PARA 1 
ABOVE AND REFTELS B AND C. 

4. PLEASE AIRPOUCH COPY OF DECLARATION 
SIGNED BY BIRD IN 1964 (REF B). KISSINGER 
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